
 

Northumbria Family Ramblers 

2017 Programme  

January – June 

January February March April May June 

 Sunday 5th February 
Consett 
Walk Leader; Rob 
Green 

Sunday 5th March 
Shaftoe Craggs 
Walk Leader; Kev 
Hilton 

Sunday 2nd April 
Dipton Mill 
Walk Leaders; Simin 
& Robert Cooper 

  

    Sunday 14th May 
Stanhope 
Walk Leader; Rob 
Green 

Sunday 11th June 
South Tyne Valley 
Walk Leaders; Simin 
& Robert Cooper 

Sunday 15th January 
Corbridge 
Walk Leaders; Simin 
& Robert Cooper 

 Sunday 19th March 
Hallington Reservoir 
Walk Leader; Kev 
Hilton 

Sunday 16th April 
Grindon Lough 
Walk Leader; Kev 
Hilton 
 

 
 

 

Sunday 22nd January 
Newcastle Quayside 
& Victoria Tunnel 
Walk Leader; Rita 
Horn 

Sunday 26th February 
Ponteland 
Walk Leaders; Ken & 
Margaret 

  Sunday 28th May 
Whitley Bay 
Walk Leaders; 
Margaret & Ken 

Sunday 25th June 
Hexham 
Walk Leaders; Simin 
& Robert Cooper 

   Sunday 30th April 
Annfield Plain 
Walk Leader; Rob 
Green 

  



 

Sunday January 15th 11:00 am 

Corbridge - Hexham, 5 miles 

A fine linear walk from Corbridge to Hexham that we last rambled along some 4 years ago. I like it very much and really fancy doing it again, so here we 
are renewing old acquaintances. We walk to Hexham then catch the bus back so bring your bus fare. 

Start Point;  Free car park at the end of the bridge 

Walk Leaders; Simin & Robert Cooper 07764357550 
 

Sunday January 22nd 4pm 

Newcastle Quayside and the Victoria Tunnel, 5 miles 

On a recent walk we passed the entrance to the Tunnel and were intrigued. We now get the chance to walk inside the fascinating tunnels on a guided 
tour. Contact nfamilywalking@gmail.com to confirm your place on this walk as pre-booking is needed (£6 p.p. entrance fee). Please note, the tour starts 
at 4pm. 

Start Point; The Hub café on Newcastle Quayside 

Walk Leader; Rita Horn 

 

Sunday February 5th 11:00 am 

Consett, 6 miles 

Explore the old industrial landscape of County Durham, now transformed into cycleways, walking routes and green open spaces. Walk past Lydgetts 
Junction once a vital intersection of many local railway lines and also the site of the old steel works.  

Start Point;  Morrison's car park (NZ106504 DH8 5RE) 

Walk Leader; Rob Green 
 

mailto:nfamilywalking@gmail.com


 

Sunday February 26th 11:00am 

Ponteland, 8 miles 

Starting in Ponteland, once a small agricultural village on the main turnpike road to Scotland, we will be walking towards Medburn bridge, and returning to 
Ponteland. The village has now evolved into a busy commuter town closely associated with nearby Newcastle International Airport. 

Start Point; Car Park, Merton Way shopping centre in Ponteland 

Walk Leaders; Ken & Margaret 

 

 

Sunday March 5th  11:00am 

Shaftoe Craggs and Bolam Lake, 8 miles 

A circular walk taking in the views from the top of Shaftoe Crags for lunch, and then a return through farmland to Bolam Lake. The walk is a mixture of country 
lane and farmland with possibility of wet ground. Silver buckles on your knees are optional. 

Start Point; (OS81 ref 084820) The car park at the north east corner of Bolam Lake. The only one with toilets. 

Walk leader Kev Hilton (01434) 674719 or 07949512448 

 
Sunday March 19th  11:00 am  

Dam It! A Trail of Three Reservoirs. 9.2 miles 

A circular walk taking in Colt Crag, Little Swinburne, and Hallington Reservoirs. The walk is a mixture of country lane and farmland with possibly wet ground. 
Dogs must be kept on leads for this one. 

Start Point; (OS87 ref 984769) By a byway post and blue '10' marker, north of Hallington. I think it is easiest to get to by coming off the B6342 and heading south 
towards Hallington, just before you get to Little Bavington. 

Walk leader Kev Hilton (01434) 674719 or 07949512448 

 



 

Sunday April 2nd 11:00am 

Leah Woods and Dipton, 5 miles 

Enjoy the welcome rebirth of the year in Spring, with this lovely walk in Leah Woods, taking in rare native daffodils (fingers crossed) and possibly a drink in the 
pub afterwards. 
Start Point; Just off the Dipton Mill Road past the bridge (Parking area opposite the Dipton Mill InnNE46 1YA) 
Walk Leaders; Simin & Robert Cooper 07764357550 
 

Sunday April 16th 11:00am 

Views of Grindon Lough 10 miles  

A circular walk taking in the hills and moors around Grindon Lough, once just a big pond but now a magnet for twitchers. The walk is a mixture of 
country lane and rough possibly wet ground, before coming back to Kev’s for tea and biscuits to renew your energy. 

Start Point (OS87 ref 787670) by the junction for Thorngrafton and Bardon Mill, on the Stanegate road. 

Walk leader Kev Hilton (01434) 674719 or 07949512448 

 

Sunday April 30th 11:00am 

Annfield Plain, 6 miles 

This area of County Durham was once infamous for its industrial landscape of coal mines and steel foundries. Those have all been swept away and the 
area is now shaped by cycle paths and green spaces. This walk takes us to Chapman’s Well and over old landscaped open cast mine workings. 

Start Point; Annfield Plain Park car park at the end of St. Aidan's Crescent (NZ169512 DH9 7UT) near Tesco  

Walk Leader; Rob Green 

 

 



 

Sunday 14th May at 11:00 am  

Stanhope, 6 miles 

Once at the heart of Weardale lead mining, Stanhope is now a peaceful tourist destination with clean moorland air and wide open spaces replacing the choking 
fumes and cramped conditions in the mines and quarries. 
Start Point; Dales Centre car park (NY996392 DL13 2LZ) 
Walk Leader; Rob Green 
 

Sunday May 28th at 11:00am 

Monkseaton and Whitley Bay, 7 miles 

From Monkseaton Metro station walk along the old wagonway, now repurposed for walkers and cyclists, to Holywell Dene, Seaton Sluice then onto St. 
Marys Island finishing at Whitley Bay metro, catching the Metro back to Monkseaton. 

Start Point; Monkseaton Metro Station 

Walk Leaders; Margaret & Ken 

 

Sunday June 11th  at 11:00am 

South Tyne Valley, 5.5 miles 

From ancient cart track to ramblers’ relaxation; this walk from Slaggyford Village takes in some lovely views of the South Tyne valley, crosses an old 
stone bridge as well as utilising an old railway track. 

Start Point; NY 677 524 (CA8 7NH) parking is roadside by the village green 

Walk Leaders; Simin & Robert Cooper 07764357550 

 

 



 

Sunday 25th June at 11:00am 

Dukesfield 6 miles 

A couple of centuries ago Dukesfield was a thriving industrial centre where lead ore was smelted to produce ingots which were then transported to the 
four corners of the Empire. Nowadays, all is quiet. Enjoy a lovely walk along the valley of the Devil’s Water taking in the wildlife and landscape of 
Hexhamshire. 

Start point; Roadside parking at Whitley Chapel First School 

Walk Leaders; Simin & Robert Cooper 07764357550 

 

 

 

 

The Northumbria Family Ramblers is part of The Ramblers and encourages everyone to get out and walk for the good of their mental and physical 
health. On our walks you are responsible for ensuring your own comfort and safety by wearing appropriate footwear and clothing. Expensive gear is not 
necessary; good stout shoes and waterproofs will suffice but please check the weather before you leave and dress appropriately. 

Our walks always include a lunch stop so bring along something to eat and drink for lunch on the way. In hot weather always bring sunscreen and water 
with you. Maybe a big hat too. 

For further details about the Northumbria Family Walking Group see our website www.familywalking.org or follow us on Twitter @familywalking  

 

 

http://www.familywalking.org/

